PIED WAGTAIL

These small birds are

forever wagging their long tails —

hence their name. Pied wagtails
are famous for forming large
winter roosts in trees right in

the centre of towns

and cifies.

BLACK-HEADED GULL
A familiar sight in many cities.
Despife the name it actually has
a chocolate brown coloured
hood during the summer and in
the winter it has a couple of dark
smudges behind its
eyes instead.

\

JACKDAW
This small crow is
roughly the size of a pigeon
They can be commonly seen
around the edges of our
towns and cities and
often nest in
chimneys.

BLACKBIRD
This familiar thrush is
one of the most common British
birds. Its song is a very pleasant
fluty whistle - a common sound

\ on summer 39.3.3@
\“ the city and in the

V/ countryside.
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WAXWING
This winter visitor from
Scandinavia is perhaps the
prettiest bird you are likely to come ¥
across in an urban area. Look out
for visiting flocks this winter as they 2 .
raid the berries from rowan trees >
planted on our urban streets
and around supermarket
car parks.

CARRION CROW

This is the typical crow

2 that most of us see on a daily

basis. Noisy, they are often the

first to mob and drive away
predators like cats and

STARLING

Starlings were once sparrowhawks.
much more common than they *Hooded crow in
are today but they are sfill a very 4 N. Ireland

recognizable urban bird. They are
Baby birds and uncle birds our fowns and cities. Don't believe  from humans as most people are : often seen in *_.o%m or perching
I've been inferested in wildlife it when people say that you wi sfill in bed! If you watch your back on 6,86_@: wires Q.a th ey e HOUSE Mubwwoi
and in particular birds ever since only see pigeons! Next time you garden or visit your local UQJ_A at , probing lawns with their i G s
| was a small boy. Back then | go to school, fo the shops or i this time you 362 be surprised at sharp beaks in search once a more common sight
used fo watch them from my your friends, take a moment fo what you see. Spring and summer \ offasty morsels. : e nmq:m.m an i 60_3.
back bedroom window after | look up and around to see if you are the busiest months :.: birds ' rozaoz. T isrunning
had come in from primary school.  nofice any birds. You might see but if's always éw:: getting up a Qo_ma 1o create inner city
| didn’t really know what | was a perky magpie or two, hear the mo% fo see é:odw around. In the e mi—
looking at so | called sparrows beautiful song of a blackbird, and spring you 3_@_& be treated fo
‘baby birds’, starlings ‘mummy if you are lucky, catch a fleeting blackcaps singing from the S.vm
birds’, blackbirds ‘daddy birds’ glimpse of a sparrowhawk darfing ~ of frees. In the summer you might
: across the sky as it pursues some see swirling swifts overhead and
unseen prey. swooping swallows. In the winter,
Watch the skies the tougher weather condi ions
Well, I've learnt that those birds Getting up early will bring birds to your @oamo in
have proper names since then but  The best fime o see birds in search of food and water which
| have also discovered that there urban areas is usually in the early can also help you fo gef a closer
re lofs of ofher birds to be seenin  moming. There is less disturbance k at them.
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and crows ‘uncle birds’!

d out more about v
David's urban adventures at his
website theurbanbirder.com

Download a spotting sheet of
urban birds at: wildlifewatch.
org.uk/spotting-sheets
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